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Trustees Chair: Scott Philben
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Office Phone: 541-997-6025

Pastor Deb’s Office Hours:
Tuesday & Wednesday, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Contacts: Phone: 651-600-9444

Email: revdebanderson@gmail.com

Diane’s Office Hours;

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday: 10:00am-2:00pm
Thursday: 10:00 a.m. through 1:00 p.m.
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Dear Family in Christ,

Grace is yours and peace through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior!

One of the things | learned through the Congregational Renewal Pro-
gram is that healthy churches are not renewed by a few people working
harder. They are renewed when more people discover that they have
something to offer. That may sound simple, but it is a powerful truth.
But before | say anything more, | want to pause and say thank you.

Thank you to those who prepare meals, make coffee, visit friends, knit

and crochet prayer shawls, sing in worship, care for our building, serve on commit-
tees, offer rides, make phone calls, send cards, lead studies, pray faithfully, and quiet-
ly step in whenever help is needed. And much of what makes this church a loving and
welcoming community happens through countless acts of service that often go unno-
ticed. We are deeply blessed by people who give generously of their time, talents,
wisdom, and hearts. | am deeply grateful for all that you do.

This month we will begin introducing our new Ministry Life Teams. These teams are
designed to celebrate and strengthen the ministries we already cherish while creating
opportunities for more people to participate according to their interests, gifts, and
availability. This is not about asking everyone to do more. It is about helping everyone
find a meaningful place to belong and contribute. The Apostle Paul reminds us that
each person has been given gifts for the building up of the body of Christ. Every gift
matters. Every person matters.

As we move forward together, | invite you to consider a simple question: What gift
might God be inviting me to share in this season of life? The answer may not be the
same as it was ten years ago—or even one year ago. But God is really into renewal!
Perhaps the most important learning for me was that renewal is an act of hope. Even
amid cultural change and uncertainty, God is still at work, calling congregations to
new expressions of faithfulness and service.

And | believe we are already seeing signs of that renewal here at Florence United
Methodist Church. We have welcomed new members, launched new ministries, deep-
ened existing ones, and found new ways to care for one another and serve our com-
munity. These are not things to take for granted. They are signs that God's Spirit is
alive and active among us.

Rather than asking what the church used to be, perhaps we are being invited to ask
what God is calling us to become. The opportunities before us are exciting, and they
will require all of us—our gifts, our prayers, our wisdom, and our willingness to partici-
pate.

Renewal happens when we offer what we have, trust God with the rest, and discover
that together we are stronger than any one of us could be alone.

In Peace,
Pastor Deb



"' United

-, - Women United Women in Faith News
i\ in Faith

There will be no regular meetings in July or August. But we will be active in other
ways this summer!

The annual High Tea & Auction, held on June 13 at the Presbyterian Community
Church was a huge success! There was a table full of fabulous food, wonderful live
auction items donated by local businesses and individuals, as well as fantastic si-
lent auction and raffle items. Eighty women (plus two men) came together to enjoy it
all! Proceeds as of this writing total $7,095! All proceeds help the UWF to fund or-
ganizations that support women, children, and youth. Past recipients have been:
Boys & Girls Club of Florence; 90 x 30 Child Abuse Prevention Program; First Step
Florence; Florence Food Share; Florence Habitat for Humanity; Foster Children
Easter Basket Project; Free Lunch Program; Friends of Florence; FUMC Compas-
sionate Care Fund; Inspire Culinary Academy; Red Bird Missions, Kentucky; Si-
uslaw Elementary Music Program; Siuslaw Outreach Services - many of which we
support annually.

Don’t miss the UWF Rummage Sale, scheduled for Saturday, July 25, here in the
church fellowship hall. New or slightly used items may be dropped off at the church
on Friday July 24, 9:00-3:00. Nu Williams is organizing this and I'm
sure could use help. So give her a call if you can lend a hand.
\%\\\C\NG 5/1/’/17‘,
The Oregon-ldaho UWF will be holding their Mission u workshops in & o9 .
July. Mission u’s tagline is “Learning together for the transformation I} (V\y =
of the world.” The topic for the 2026 Mission u is “A Deep Knowing:
Experiencing Emmanuel Through Every Part of Our Lives.” The in-
person event is July 10-11 at Albany UMC in Albany, OR. The cost
is $75 per person. A virtual event is scheduled on Thursday, July 23,
6:00-7:30pm; Friday, July 24, 9:30am-4:45pm; and Saturday, July 25, 9:30am-
3:45pm. The cost for virtual is $15 per person or $50 for a group gathered in one
location. All women are invited to attend. If there are enough interested women for
the virtual workshops, perhaps our UWF could gather in the Fellowship Hall to view
them together. Please contact Judy Jones if you are interested. Registration forms
can be downloaded and printed from our United Women in Faith website: https://
www.umoi.org/umwmissionu. Limited scholarships are available on request for first
time attendees. Questions — contact Gayle Woods — gaylewoods5964@msn.com or
Kirsten Allam k.allam@comcast.net

Mission u 2026

Diane McCalmont, Secretary
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Hearts and Hands

The hearts & Hands Ministry group meets on the
second Wednesday of every month between 10
and 12 noon. We are currently working on a vari-
ety of interesting and fun projects - fidget quilts for New Friends Memory Care,
book marks for our worship visitors, prayer shawls and other knltted/crocheted
projects, and red Norwegian “Melt the Ice” loom woven hats. We will be add-
ing in the creation of some handy cloth bags for our pews to hold those extra
offering envelopes, pens/pencils and visitor welcome cards. We haven’t de-
signed them yet, so ideas will be helpful. This group is open to all people in-
terested in doing handwork of some kind to serve our congregation and local
community. Itis fun and creative and the fellowship is delightful. Come and

join us!

Patty Evans

Kay Fitzgerald

Betty Livingston, Brooke Shafer, Ryn Lein
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The Monday morning adult Bible study will be on recess for the summer until
the Monday after Labor Day in September.

However, there is an adult Bible study on Wednesdays, beginning July 15, 5:30
p.m. in the fellowship hall. Amanda Weaver will lead studies about women in
the Bible. More to come. Be sure to mark that on your calendars.

Bert Schniepp

Taizé Community
Prayer Service

The Taize Community Prayer Service meets on
the second Sunday of each month at 4:00 pm with
musicians’ rehearsal on the preceding Tuesday at 2:00 pm and the day of the
service at 3:00 pm. This contemplative prayer service is an opportunity to
spend 45 minutes in prayer and reflection. It is restful to the soul and good for
the heart. July’s service is on Sunday, July 12 at 4:00 pm.

Patty Evans

FUMC Book Group

I
Book group meets next on July 8 at 10:00. We are reading I
Ann Patchett’s “Bell Canto”. Everyone is welcome. |
|
I

Beth Evans

h____________________



I Coming Up: PFLAG Events
: Mark your calendar for July events in which PFLAG will play a
role.

On July 4, PFLAG will once again partner with PFLAG
Florence Central Oregon Coast (Newport) to march in the Yachats
Chamber of Commerce La-de-da Parade
at noon on Ocean Avenue. This non-mechanized parade is a charming classic of za-
niness, and PFLAG Florence has been a participant since 2015. If you can’t march,
come and watch. Marchers assemble in the Presbyterian Church parking lot around
11 a.m.

PFLAG also expects to have a table at the Farmers Market (dates to be set) on the
Waterfront, and during the Power of Florence Day July 18 in the
Grocery Outlet parking lot.

PFLAG will continue to hold regular meetings on the second Mondays of the month —
July 13, August 10, and September 14 — during the summer at 6 p.m. in the Fellow-
ship Hall. The meetings are free and refreshments are available.
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Youre Invited to the Memorial Service for o
Donna L. Embree g

Saturday, July 11, 2026, 1:00 p.m. [
Florence United Methodist Church g
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1:00-2:30 p.m. Fridays
Tedd Powell Fellowship Hall
All women are welcome!
P... Prayer
A... Action
L... Love
S...Sharing
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JULY

Sun Mon Tue Thu
1 2
8:00am-4:30pm Pastor 10:00am-1
Deb’s Office Hrs
10:00am-2:00pm Regular 11:30am F
Office hrs
4:00pm Care Circle
5 6 7 8  8:00am-4:30pm Pastor 9
10:30am Church Svce | Office Closed 8:00am-4:30pm Pastor Deb’s Office Hrs 10:00am-1
Coffee after church 10:30am Adult Bible Deb’s Office Hrs 10:00am-2:00pm Regular
Study at FUMC | 10:00am-2:00pm Regular Office hrs 11:30am F
Office hrs 10:00am-12:00pm Hearts &
11:30am Free Lunch Hands Craft Ministry
2:00pmTaizé Music 4:00pm Care Circle
Rehearsal 5:30pm Congregational En-
richment Workshop (dinner
provided)
12 13 14 15 8:00am-4:30pm Pastor 16
10:30am Church Svce | Office Closed 8:00am-4:30pm Pastor Deb’s Office Hrs 10:00am-1
Coffee after church 6:00pm PFLAG Deb’s Office Hrs 10:00am-2:00pm Regular
3:00pm Taizé Music 10:00am-2:00pm Regular Office hrs 11:30am F
Rehearsal Office hrs 10:00-11:30am Book Group
4:00pm Taizé Prayer 11:30am Free Lunch 4:00pm Care Circle
Svce 3:00pm Church Council Mtg | 5:30pm Women of the Bible
Study
19 20 21 22 8:00am-4:30pm Pastor | 23
10:30am Church Svce | Office Closed 8:00am-4:30pm Pastor Deb’s Office Hrs 10:00am-1
Coffee after church Deb’s Office Hrs 10:00am-2:00pm Regular
10:00am-2:00pm Regular Office hrs 11:30am F
Office hrs 4:00pm Care Circle
11:30am Free Lunch 5:30pm Women of the Bible
Study
26 27 28 29 8:00am-4:30pm Pastor 30
10:30am Church Svce | Office Closed 8:00am-4:30pm Pastor Deb’s Office Hrs 10:00am-1
Coffee after church Deb’s Office Hrs 10:00am-2:00pm Regular
10:00am-2:00pm Regular Office hrs 11:30am F
Office hrs 4:00pm Care Circle
11:30am Free Lunch 5:30pm Women of the Bible

Study




Fri Sat
3 4
:00pm Regular | 10:00am-2:00pm Regular
Office hrs Office hrs
ree Lunch 1-2:30pm PALS meet
10 11
:00pm Regular | 10:00am-2:00pm Regular | 1:00pm Donna Em-
Office hrs Office hrs | bree’s
ree Lunch 1-2:30pm PALS meet Memorial Service
17 18
:00pm Regular | 10:00am-2:00pm Regular
Office hrs Office hrs
ree Lunch 1-2:30pm PALS meet
24 25
:00pm Regular | 9:00am-3:00pm UWF ac- | 9:00am-2:00pm
Office hrs | cepting rummage items | UWF Rummage
ree Lunch 10:00am-2:00pm Regular | Sale
Office hrs
1-2:30pm PALS meet
31
:00pm Regular | 10:00am-2:00pm Regular
Office hrs Office hrs
ree Lunch 1-2:30pm PALS meet

92

W g “‘\‘{;\\\Birthdays
o Anniversaries
Birthdays
18 Ann Scharf
19 Jesse Holden

20 Georgia Garrett
23 Mike Bones
31 Annie Van Horn

Anniversaries

31 Gary & Amanda Sarles

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

If I've missed your
birthday or anniversary,
please let me know at
florenceoregonumc
@gmail.com
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Can You Help?

On Sunday morning we have a group of faithful folks who help our worship
and congregational life run more smoothly. One of the jobs for which we are
always looking for helpers is the job of Usher. Our ushers greet people as
they arrive with special attention to visitors; light and snuff the candles at the
right moment; take up the offering; keep a worship attendance count and as-
sist with directing people to the communion table when we receive the Lord’s
Supper on the first Sunday. We could sure use some more ushers. If we had
4 more ushers they would be scheduled for not more than one Sunday every
two months! It also helps to have some “floaters” who can fill in at a moment’s
notice. Give Patty Evans a call/text at 541-905-4248 if you are willing. Patty
schedules and trains our Sunday Morning team.

Florence United Methodist Church
FINANCES

May 1-31, 2026: Receipts: $ 8,885.37
Expenses: $ 6,778.89
(additional $14,955 in grant money and individual donations to Free Lunch Program)

June income through the 25th: $ 3,996.00
(additional revenue of $1,000 in grant money for Free Lunch Program)

Provided by Kathy Yelle, Treasurer




Church Council Notes

Our June Council meeting was held on the 9th. Along with
Council members, there were two guests with information
and asks: Amanda Weaver and Linda Yoder.

The Council approved two additional offering counters, Ann Scharf and Marja
Jones. Approval was given to allow Beth Evans to count in the event of no
others available.

Scott Philben introduced the need for a bike rack on the premises. A small
committee will determine a safe and unobtrusive place to install one.

Ann Scharf reported that there has been no response to the ad for a pianist.
There are posters in the Narthex for people to take and put up in places that
might attract some interest.

Diane McCalmont will place an order for a bench and plaque as a memorial
for Rosie Goodwin and Hazel Vacura. The bench will be placed near the tree
on lawn in front of the fellowship hall.

Linda Yoder would like to put together a 3-weekl class about Opera and re-
quested use of the fellowship hall. That is in the works.

Amanda provided information about next steps now that she and Pastor Deb
have completed the Team Ministry course. A “kick-off” is scheduled in the
way of a Congregational Enrichment gathering on July 8 at 5:30 p.m. A meal
will be provided. This will be a great opportunity to hear about and be part of
plans for our church moving forward.

-Diane McCalmont
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| recently received some good information passed =
on to me from Cindy Hughes.

A Lesson in Paper Shredding

She had contacted the garbage & recycling
people here in Florence to inquire about recycling
shredded paper.

Peggy and Cindy (as | have) had been putting shredded paper in paper bags
and putting it out with their recycling, to be picked up. When she checked in to
see if that was the correct procedure, she received the following information:

Please do not put shredded paper in a paper bag. Throw the shredded paper
in the garbage, or compost it if you can. Better yet, save it for the Black and
White Community Collection Event to be held in Florence on August 22,
2026. It will be held at Siuslaw Middle School, 2525 Oak Street, from 10:00
a.m. through 1:00 p.m. Circular Action Alliance (CAA) will have a truck at the
event to collect all of the hard to recycle items like snap on lids, shredded
paper, plastic stretchy plastic (bags and such), PakTech handles, and
pressed aluminum.

Oregon Pacific Bank also has a free shred day scheduled for September 7,
from 10:00 a.m. until noon. They are located at 1355 Hwy. 101. Their service
provides free on-site shredding for confidential papers, followed by recycling
to ensure eco-friendly disposal.

Thank you, Cindy!

Diane McCalmont



%Wm QOr DPorayers

o

Barbara Embree and friend and family of Donna Embree; Peggy
Simington; Julia Bicek; Machelle Goodwin; Butch Goodwin; Ray
Feay; Judy Jones; Earl Rosendaul; Yola Hesser; Carolyn
Munson; Betty Livingston; Sandy & Terry Woodward; Georgia
Garrett.

Soldiers everywhere in the world and those who wait for them to come home.
We ask God'’s blessing on these people and those in need, but not named.

Note: To receive the electronic prayer chain, contact ...
kathywaterman10@gmail.com.
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Viewing FUMC Services on YouTube

The link to the livestream of Sunday worship services is posted on the church
Facebook page every week, but you can access the church YouTube account
directly. Once on the Florence United Methodist YouTube site, you'll see the
recorded services first, but if you look above the listing you'll see options
under "channel content." The default you see high-

lighted is "videos." Just go over to select "live," and

you'll see the streamed services listed by date. You Tu ha

-Linda Yoder
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Love Boldly
Joyfully
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Florence United Methodist Church
333 Kingwood St., Florence, OR 97439
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Office Phone: (541) 997-6025
florenceoregonumc@gmail.com
Online: www.florenceoregonumc.org
Directory Update:

Do we have your current address,
phone number, and e-mail address?
Please forward them to:
florenceoregonumc@gmail.com
If you do not wish to receive this
Newsletter, please notify the church office.




